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Who is the girl in the cage? Marjorie is princess and heir to the throne of Scotland. For
that, the implacable Longshanks imprison her out in the elements after her capture. Her father,
Robert the Bruce, recently crowned king of a kingdom that is not yet free, is still on the run and
gathering forces to win Scottish liberty. Marjorie fights her own war in her cage—against
hunger, the elements, solitude, and most of all, King Longshanks himself. It is ultimately a
desperate battle of wills between an aged and ailing man and a young girl with the spirit of a
whole country hungry for freedom. After a long fight, Marjorie eventually wins the battle and
returns to her homeland to found the Stuart dynasty in a free Scotland.
This work relates a tale of both fact and fiction of the real historical figure, Marjorie de
Brus, in a first person narrative that paints her story with the language of the period in a way for
readers young and old to appreciate, learn from, and admire. The characters of Marjorie and
Longshanks are incredible in their depth and complexity, and each of their bouts of will is an
inspirational reading experience. Additionally, for those unacquainted with the history of the
fight for Scottish independence, a timeline and afterword explaining the events of the time are a
helpful reference. This story of true grit would also fit well in classroom English or history units
up until the high school level.
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